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I'o  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bishopthorbk 
Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  for  your  consideration  my 
Report  for  the  year  1907 : — 

The  area  of  the  District  is  5,oo0  acres. 

I he  population,  1,960. 

BIRTH-RATE. 

The  births  registered  are  38,  21  males  and  17  females-  Of 
these,  1 male  and  2 females  were  illegitimate.  The  birth-rate, 
19 '3,  is  the  lowest  we  have  had  for  the  past  thirteen  years.  In 

1906  it  was  20 ’I,  and  in  1905,  32 '6.  For  England  and  Wales  in 

1907  it  was  26-3. 


DEATH-RATE. 

The  deaths  registered  are  28,  19  males  and  9 females,  giving 
a rate  of  14 '2  per  1,000  per  annum.  This  is  an  increase  on  190(), 
when  the  rate^  was  11  ‘7.  In  1907  the  rate  for  England  and  Wah’s 
was  15-0. 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  is  1 -5. 

Of  deaths  occurring  in  children  under  one  year  of  age,  there 
were  7,  giving  an  infantile  mortality^ — per  1,000  births — of  182. 
In  1906  the  rate  was  92,  and  in  1905,  195.  For  England  jukI 
Wales  in  1907  the  rate  was  118. 

Causes  of  death  were  as  follows: — Diphtheria,  1;  Influenza, 
2;  Phthisis,  2;  Cancer,  2;  Bronchitis,  2;  Premature  Birth,  1; 
Heart  Diseases,  5;  all  other  causes,  13. 


CA.sES 


OF  SICKNESS  REPORTED  UNDER  THE  NOTIFI- 
C.VnON  OF  INFECITOUS  DISEASES  .\CT. 


Diphtheria- — 9,  against  0 in  1906. 

Erysipelas — 2,  ag’inst  I in  1906. 

Scarlet  Fever- — 17,  against  3 in  1906. 

The  past  year  has  been  a most  anxious  and  trying  oiu'  for 
your  OfTicers,  and  an  expensive  one  for  the  (MtUicil.  I'his  has 


been  due  tx>  two  epidemics — one  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Copmanthorpe, 
and  the  other,  Diphtlieiia,  in  the  villages  of  Middlethorpe,  Bishop- 
thorpe,  and  Dringhouses. 

Scarlet  Fever. — During  the  year  we  have  had  17  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  16  of  which  occurred  at  Copmanthorpe,  in  ten 
different  houses.  With  the  exception  of  three  cases  in  a house 
in  which  we  had  efficient  nursing  and  isolation  accommodation,  all 
were  removed  to  the  Acomb  Fever  1-lospital.  On  October  9th  1 
wrote  a special  report  for  the  Local  Government  Board  on  the  out- 
break, a copy  of  which  has  been  placed  before  you.  The  history 
of  the  epidemic  pointed,  in  the  firet  instance,  to  the  Fever  being 
imported.  Fourteen  of  the  17  cases  were  under  fifteen  years  of 
age.  There  were  no  deaths.  W'ith  two  or  three  exceptions  the 
Fever  was  exceedingly  mild.  All  the  houses  were  visited  hy  the 
Inspector  and  myself-  Early  removals  to  hospital  were  carried 
out,  and  every  precaution  taken  to  check  the  spread  of  the  disease. 
The  village  school  was  closed  for  three  weeks,  and,  like  the  houses, 
was  thoroughly  stoved  and  disinfected,  the  “ Alformant  A ” 
apparatus,  with  Formalin,  being  used  in  preference  to  the  sulphur 
candle.  The  epidemic  extended  from  the  19th  of  July  to  the  30th 
November. 

Diphtheria. — Nine  cases  were  notified  against  none  in  1906. 
There  were  no  deaths.  Eight  were  removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital. 
Four  houses  were  affected — 1 at  Middlethorpe,  1 at  Dringhouses, 
and  2 at  Bishopthorpe..  Of  the  9 cases,  only  one  was  an  adult. 
Insanitary  conditions  were  found  at  one  house,  which  have  since 
been  remedied. 

The  Bishopthoi'pe  village  school  was  closed  for  three  weeks 
on  accouno  of  one  of  the  children  attending  up  to  the  time  of  noti- 
fication— the  school  was  thoroughly  stov^  and  disinfected.  The 
outbreak  at  Bishopthorpe  was  probably  traceable  to  defects  in  con- 
nection with  the  village  sewer.  Effectual  improvements  have  been 
carried  out.  The  Inspector  and  I visited  all  the  cases,  and  the 
greatest  care  was  taken  in  the  process  of  fumigation  and  disinfection. 

Enteric  Fever — For  the  past  two  years  we  have  had  no  cases 
in  the  District. 


PUBLIC  SCAVENGING. 

I hope  the  Council  will  shortly  adopt  Public  Scavenging. 
Systematic  and  regular  attention  to  privies  and  ashpits  is  the  only 
way  of  preventing  them,  during  the  summer  montlis,  becoming 
a dangerous  nuisance.  At  times  one  finds  them  in  a shockingly 
neglected  condition. 

BYE-LAWS. 

New  Bye-Laws  are  being  considered  by  the  Council,  and  will 
shortly,  I trust,  be  adopted. 
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THE  SEWERAGE  OP  DRINGHOUSES. 

There  has  been  a marked  improvement  in  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  Dringiiouses  since  the  village  has  been  effectually  sewered. 
Some  impirovernents  have  been  mad.e  in  connection  with  the 
sewerage  of  Copmanthorpe  and  Bishopthoiqie. 

COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES,  &o. 

These  are  well  looked  after  by  the  Inspector,  and  are  in  good 
condition. 

WATER  SUPPLY  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  shallow  surface  wells  at  Askham  Richard,  Copmanthorpe, 
and  Acaster  Malbis  are  liable  to  contamination  through  being 
situated  too  near  so\irces  of  contamination-  Your  other  villages 
are  supplied  with  good  and  wholesome  water  from  the  Y’ork  Water- 
works Company. 


REARING  OF  INFANTS. 

One  hundred  copies  of  a most  helpful  little  pamphlet  on  this 
subject,  by  Dr.  Kaye,  County  Aledical  Officer,  have  been  given  to 
the  Inspector  to  distribute  to  the  mothers  of  the  district.  If  the 
good  advice  given  is  faithfully  followed  a material  reduction  in  the 
infantile  mortality  rate,  which  at  present  is  far  too  high,  should 
result- 


PREVENTION  OF  CONSUMPTION. 

One  thousand  handbills  on  the  prevention  of  Consumption 
have  been  distributed  throughout  the  District.  Any  house  in  which 
a death  occurs  from  Phthisis  is  carefully  fumigated  and  disinfectiKl. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

In  the  District  we  have  two  factories — one  at  Dringiiouses, 
another,  a new  one,  at  Acaster  Malbis.  Both  are  systeniatically 
visited,  and  are  in  excellent  condition. 


i HE  NEW  EDTjC.\110N  .\CT  (re  Medical  Exa-mina-tion  of 

School  Children) 

will  come  into  force  early  in  the  year  1908.  It  should  be  of  meat 

advantage  to  the  health  of  the  school  children,  and,  indirectly,  to 
the  community. 

Inspector’s  Report  is  appended- 

I am.  Ml.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALWYN  RAHLES,  M.D., 

Mill  Mount,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

^ork,  I'hffniary  loth,  1908. 


BISHOPTHORPE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Yedniondale, 

Dringhouses,  York, 

6th  February,  1908. 


r’r.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Sewerage  Disposal  Works  at  Dringhouses  have  now  been 
working  a full  year,  and  have  worked  most  satisfactorily.  There 
has  been  a inncli  grea'ter  amount  of  sewage  to  deal  with,  owing  to 
it  being  such  a wet  year,  particularly  the  last  three  months.  The 
l>eck  running  through  the  village  is  now  in  a vea’y  good  condition. 

The  drains  at  three  cottages,  owned  by  Major  Close,  at  Dring- 
houses, have  been  re-laid  and  connected  to  the  sewer,  and  this 
property  is  in  a very  much  improved  condition. 

At  Copmauthorpe,  sanitary  improvements  have  been  made  at 
Mr.  Irnison’s  farm.  The  Railway  cottages  and  the  village  drain 
have  been  trapped  at  the  inlet,  which  used  to  be  very  offensive  in 
dry  weather.  There  has  also  been  two  ventilating  shafts  and  fresh- 
air  inlets  connected  to  this  drain. 

At  Bishopthorpe,  the  fresh-air  inlets  to  the  village  drain  J,iave 
been  turned,  as,  previously,  they  faced  the  road  and  children 
damaged  them,  which  caused  them  to  act  as  ventilators.  There 
were  also  two  defective  air  inlets  in  the  schoolyard,  which  have 
been  removed. 


Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  IIY.  DYKES. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1907 
AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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• The  rates  in  these  columns  are  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  . . 5,550. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  . . . . 1,900 1 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ..  ..  429  I At  Census  of  1901. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4 ) 


Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving 
Sick  and  Infirm  Persons  from 
the  District. 

Other  Institutions,  the  Deaths  in  which 
have  been  distributed  among  the  several 
localities  in  the  District. 

York  County  Hospital. 

York  Union  Workhouse. 

None. 

2 Non-Residents  killed  on  the 
North-Eastern  Railway. 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District  ? No. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  SEPARATE  LOCALITIES 
IN  1907  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of 
eiiuh  Year. 

Births 

Registered. 

Deaths  at 
all  Ages. 

Death.s  under 

1 yeiir. 

1897  

1,855 

43 

26 

8 

1898  

48 

33 

8 

1899  

53 

33 

10 

1900  

.. 

50 

27 

7 

1901  

1,960 

53 

26 

5 

1902  

51 

27 

6 

1903  

57 

23 

5 

1904  

62 

35 

19 

1905  

64 

34 

13 

1906  

> ♦ 

46 

23 

4 

Averages  of  Years  1897 

to  1906  . . 

1,918 

52* 

28* 

8i 

1907  

1,960 

38 

28 

7 

CASES  CF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1907. 


Cases  Notified  in  whole  District 

No.  of 
Cases 
Removed 
to 

Hospital 

from 

each 

Locality 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  .Ages— Years. 

Total 
Cases 
Notified 
in  each 
Locality. 

Under 

1. 

1 to  5. 

5 to  1.5. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  05 

Diphtheria  (in- 
cluding Mem- 
branous croup) 

9 

1 

2 

3 

3 

9 

7 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

14 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

17 

5 

9 

3 

17 

Totals  . . 

28 

1 

7 

12 

7 

1 

28 

21 

Isolation  Hospitals  -Ouseburn  Isolation  Hospital  and  York  County  Hospital 
(the  latter  for  Typhoid  cases  occasionally). 
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CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH 

YEAR  1907. 


DURING  THE 


Deaths  at  t lie  subjoined  Ages  of  liesidents, 
whether  oecuiring  in  or  beyond  the  Di.slriet. 

Causes  of  Deatl> 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 

Year. 

! 

1 and 
under 
5. 

5 and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
2.5. 

1 25  and 
under 

1 (15. 

(15  snd 
up- 
wards. 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem- 
branous croup) 

1 

_ 

Epidemic  Influenza. . 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis) 

2 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease.. 

2 

— 





— 

1 

1 

Pronchitis 

2 

1 







— 

1 

Pneumonia  . . 

_ 

- 









Alcoholism  ( 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ) 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth 

1 

1 

__ 



■ ■ ■ 



Pleart  Di.seases 

T) 



1 

- 

2 

2 

All  other  causes 

12 

4 

1 

— 

1 

G 

All  causes 

27 

7 

1 

1 

1 

7 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1907 


DEATHS  FROM  STATED  CAUSES  IN  WEEKS  AND  MONTHS  UNDER 

ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


CAUSK  OF  DKATff 

Under  1 Week. 

1—2  Weeks. 

2—3  Weeks.  I 

Total  under 

1 Month. 

1 — 2 Months. 

2—3  Months. 

4 — 5 Months. 

8—9  Months.  | 

'I'otal  Deaths 

under  1 Year. 

All  Causks. — Certified 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Common  Infectious  Diseases — 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem- 

brauous  Croup) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Wasting  Diseases — 

Premature  Birth  . . 

1 

— 

— 

1 









1 

.\ trophy.  Debility,  Marasmus  .. 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Other  Causes — 

Convulsions 

— 

— 

— 







1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Births  in  the  year — Legitimate,  35  ; Illegitimate,  3. 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  no  note ; Illegitimate  infants,  no  note. 
Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  7. 

I’opulation  (estimated  to  middle  of  130G)  1,9G0. 


FACTORIES  INSPECTIONS. 


1.— INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  . . 


inspoctions. 

G 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. -None. 
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TABLE  C.— 1907. 

Water  Supply — 

Any  development  during  1907  ? No. 

Developments  still  needed?  Yes. 

Has  public  supply  been  continuous  ? Yes. 

Any  complaint  as  to  action  on  lead?  No. 

Sewerage— 

Developments  during  1907  ? Yes. 

Sewage  Disposal — 

Any  complaint  as  to  outfall  works  ? No. 

Scavenging — 

Performed  by  owners  and  tenants. 

Annual  cost.  Not  known. 

Any  inadequacy,  and  where  ? No. 

By-Laws — 

-■Iny  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1907  ? None. 

Adoptive  Acts — 

Any  steps  taken  for  the  consideration,  adoption,  or  application  of : — 

(a)  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907  ? No. 

(b)  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  ? No. 


Regulated  Buildings,  Trade.s,  &c. 

No.  on 
Register. 

Total  No. 
of 

Inspections 

made. 

General 
Condition  ? 

Legal 

Proceedings 
(if  any). 

Common  lodging  houses  . . 

None. 

Canal  boats  . . 

— 

— 



None. 

Slaughter  houses 

2 

Good. 

None. 

Cowsheds 

6 

6 

Good. 

None. 

Offensive  trades 

— 

— 

None. 

Cowsheds — 

Any  special  inspection  made  during  1907  ? Yes. 

Are  measurements  recorded?  No. 

Are  “ Rules  for  Milkers”  .still  exhibited  in  all  cowsheds?  Yes. 
.\ny  action  taken  by  outside  authorities,  e.g..  under  ” Milk  I 
Clauses  ” concerning  milk  supplied  from  this  District  ? ) 


Infectious  Disease — 

What  apparatus  is  available  for  disinfecting  dwellings  ? “ .\lformant  .A.” 

Formalin. 

.\ny  placards  or  handbills  issued  during  1907  ? Yes. 

Schools — 

.Iny  ailment  or  contagious  disease  associated  1 Scarlet  Fever  and 
particularly  with  school  life  during  1907?  [ Diphtheria. 

Any  action  taken  or  needed  regarding  ) Thorough  disinfection  and 
sanitary  condition  of  schools  ? j fumigation. 

Midwives  Act,  1902— 

.\ny  information  as  to — (a)  the  use  of  abortifacients  ? No. 

(6)  other  malpractices?  No. 


11 


Dwkj.lings — 

Number  of  houses  built  during  1907.  12. 

General  character.  6 and  8 rooms. 

Who  sees  plans  ? Sanitary  Surveyor. 

.\ny  occupied  bouses  unfit  for  habitation  ? No. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses?  Yes. 

.\ny  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts?  No. 
fs  house-to-house  inspection  systematically  made?  Yes. 

Are  records  kept?  No. 

Infaxth.k  YIobtaLity — 

What  organised  effort  to  control  it  ? Issue  of  pamphlet. 

Pkkvention  of  Consumption — 

Any  system  of  notification  ? No. 

.‘\ny  sanitary  inspection  of  patients’  liousos?  Y’es. 

Any  disinfection  of  patients’  houses?  Yes. 

Any  diistribution  of  advice?  Yes. 

.\ny  action  spitting  ? No. 

.\ny  disinfection  of  public  rooms,  veliicles,  &c.  ? No. 

N UISANCES — 

Total  number  of  nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1906.  None. 

.\t  clo.se  of  1907.  7. 

Reported  during  1907.  12. 

-Ybated  during  1907.  5. 

'I’otal  number  of  legal  notices  served  for  abatement  of  nuisances  during 
1907.  One — abated. 

Total  number  of  summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings.  None. 

Number  of  sink  wastes  disconnected  during  1907.  None. 

Number  of  sink  wastes  trapped  during  1907.  14. 

Number  of  closets  newly  constructed  during  1907.  12. 

Kinds— Earth  closets  and  W.C.’s 
Number  of  closets  reconstructed  during  1907.  2. 

Kinds — Privy,  made  earth  closets. 

Number  of  house-drains  tested.  8.  What  method  adopted  ? Smoke  test. 

Wh.^t  Action  has  »een  taken  in  regaud  to  the  following  matters? 
Seizures  of  unsound  food.  None;  Prosecutions.  None. 

Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  None.  Prosecutions.  None. 
Number  of  smoke  observations  taken.  None. 

Legal  notices.  None. 

Surnmonses.  None. 


Hirtiis  DUurNG  1907 — 

Hales,  21.  Females,  17.  Total,  38. 

Number  of  illegitimate,  included  in  above.  3. 

Number  of  still-births  (not  included).  None. 

Deaths  during  1907 — 

(1)  Gross  deaths,  i.e.,  total  actually  registered  in  the  District,  without  any 

correction.  28. 

(2)  Net  deaths,  on  which  the  rates  arc  calculated — 

IMales,  19.  Females,  9.  Total,  23. 

Number  uncertified,  included  in  tlie  above.  None. 


Sanitary  Requirements  of  District,  and  Suggestions  of  Hedicai.  Officer 
OF  Health — 

.\  better  water  supply  for  the  villages  of  Copmanthorpo,  .Ycastcr  Halbis,  and 
Askham  Richard. 

Public  scavenging. 


lb. ' 


Blackburn  Rural  District 

Council. 


IVIedical  Officer’s 

Report 

Year  Ending:  December  31st,  1907. 

riiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiifiiiiiii  !iiiiiiiiiiiiii:iiiiiiriiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiii[iiiiiiri 


Blackburn  : 

W.  Hulme,  Boro’  Press,  12,  St.  Peter  Street. 


HOLLYVILLE,  PEESTON  NEW  EOAD, 

BLACKBUEN, 

March  6th,  1908. 


To  the  Chaii'via7i  and  Members  of  the  Blackhui'n 
Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1907,  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  fifteen  townships 
composing  the  Blackburn  Eural  Sanitary  District. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  20,150  acres.  According  to  the  census  of  1901,  the 
the  population  is  8,238,  there  are  1,811  inhabited  houses,  and  163  uninhabited, 
giving  4-5  inhabitants  to  each  inhabited  house.  There  are  now  two  public  institu- 
tions in  the  district — the  Lancashire  Inebriates’  Eeformatory  and  the  Choilton  and 
Manchester  Joint  Epileptic  Colony — both  in  the  township  of  Billington.  These 
institutions  increase  the  population  of  that  township,  and  consequently  the  popula- 
tion of  the  district  by  510,  so  that  the  population  of  the  district  for  1907  may  be  said 
to  be  8,748.  Some  of  the  annual  statistics  are  based  on  this  larger  figure,  while 
others  are  worked  out  on  the  census  population,  excluding  the  inhabitants  of  these 
institutions. 


Except  that  the  death-rate  remains  practically  stationary,  none  of  the  statistics 
are  as  favourable  as  last  year’s.  However,  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  1905  and 
1906  the  mortality  figures  were  the  most  favourable  on  record,  and  this  year’s  figures 
only  approximate  more  closely  to  the  average  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  and  the  birth-rate  per 
thousand  of  the  population  in  each  township  was  as  follows : — 


Males 


MeJlor  10  

llamsgreave 1 — 

Balderstone 3 — 

Csbaldcst'iii 0 

< layton-le-Dale  . . 3 

Billiiif^ton  It)  

Wilpshire 2 

Salesbury 7 

Dincklc)  0 

Livcsty  io  __ 

^^’ittou  . . ] 

I’leusint-tton 

TroK  trios 3 

Eccleshill ]()  

laloA- I’icknpBank  5 

Tefal  ....  83  


Rate  per  thousand 

Females 

Total 

of  the  Population 

7 

— 

17 



15-3 

2 

— 

3 

— 

10-7 

5 

— 

8 

— 

17-5 

3 

— 

3 

— 

16-4 

2 

— 

5 

— 

16-07 

18 

— 

34 

— 

17-4 

3 

— 

5 

— 

8-4 

1 

— 

8 

— 

36-8 

1 

— 

1 

— 

13-5 

13 

— 

32 

— 

18-4 

0 

— 

1 

— 

23-2 

5 

— 

8 

- - 

17-3 

3 

— 

6 

— 

12-09 

6 

— 

16 

— 

48-4 

8 

— 

13 

— 

21-5 

77 



160 

18-2 

3 


The  birth-rate  of  Billington  is  here  calculated  on  a population  of  1,952,  and  the 
birth-rate  of  the  district  on  one  of  8,748. 

The  total  number  of  births  was  160  (83  males  and  66  females)  giving  a birth-rate 
of  18'2  per  thousand  of  the  population.  Excluding  the  510  inmates  of  the  institutions 
from  the  population,  the  birth-rate  is  19’4.  The  number  of  births  in  1906  was  192 
and  the  birth-rate  23-3  ; while  in  1905  there  were  139  births  and  the  birth-rate  was 
16'8.  The  average  number  of  births  for  the  ten  years  1897-1906  was  218,  and  the 
average  birth-rate  24-6. 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  and  the  death-rate  per 
thousand  of  the  population  iu  each  township  was  as  follows  : — 


Mellor 

Males 

2 

Females 

— 7 — 

Total 

9 

Rate  per  thousand 
of  the  population 

— 8-1  . 

Eamsgreave  

0 

— 3 — 

3 

— 16-7 

Balderstone  

3 

— 4 — ■ 

7 

— 15-3 

Osbaldeston  

1 

— 1 — 

2 

— 10-9 

Clayton-le-Dale  .... 

6 

— 3 — 

9 

— 28-9 

Billington  

9 

— 17  — 

26 

— 13-3 

Wilpshire  

3 

— 1 — 

4 

— 6-7 

Salesbury  

2 

__  3 _ 

5 

— 23-04 

Dinckley 

0 

— 1 — 

1 

— 13-5 

Livesey  

9 

— 11  — 

20 

— 11-5 

Witton 

0 

— 2 — 

2 

— 46-5 

Pleasington  

6 

— 2 — 

8 

— 17-1 

Tockholes  

6 

— 3 — 

9 

— 18-1 

Eccleshill  

1 

— 4 — 

5 

— 15-1 

Yate  & Pickup  Bank 

2 

— 4 — 

6 

— 9-9 

Total 

50 

— 66  — 

116 

— 13  2 

The  death-rates  of  Billington  and  of  the  whole  district  are  calculated  on  the 
same  populations  as  are  the  birth-rates  for  the  corresponding  areas. 

There  v;as  a total  of  116  deaths  (50  males  and  66  females)  and  the  death-rate 
was  13‘2  per  thousand  of  the  population.  In  1906  there  were  108  deaths  and  the 
death-rate  was  13T.  In  1905  there  were  93  deaths  and  a rate  of  11-2.  The  average 
number  of  deaths  for  the  ten  years  1897-1906  was  134  and  the  average  death-rate 
15-05. 


Eight  deaths  of  “ non-residents  ” took  place  in  the  public  institutions  in  the 
district,  and  3 deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  took  place  in  public  institu- 
tions outside  the  district.  The  exclusion  of  the  former  and  the  inclusion  of  the 
latter  give  the  corrected  total  deaths  as  111,  and  the  corrected  death-rate,  calculated 
on  a population  excluding  the  inhabitants  of  the  institutions  in  the  district,  i.e., 
on  a population  of  8,238,  is  13-2  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

There  were  20  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  giving  a death.rate  of  125 
per  thousand  births.  This  compares  unfavourably  with  the  rates  of  the  preceding 
two  years,  and  is  only  slightly  below  the  average  rate  for  the  decade  1897-1906.  In 
1906  there  were  18  deaths  and  the  rate  was  93-7 ; and  in  1905  there  were  only  7 
deaths  and  the  rate  was  50-3.  For  the  ten  years  1897-1906  the  average  number  of 


4 


deaths  was  27-8  and  the  average  rate  125-9.  There  is  no  cawse,  such  as  an  epidemic 
of  diarrhcea  or  infectious  disease,  to  explain  the  increase  in  the  number  of  infantile 
deaths  in  1907.  Three  of  them  were  due  to  Whooping  Cough,  a non-notifiable 
infectious  disease,  1 only  to  diarrhoea!  diseases,  4 to  what  may  be  termed  wasting 
diseases  and  12  to  other  causes. 

In  the  following  table  the  infantile  deaths  are  classified  as  to  the  ages  at  which 
they  occune  1 and  the  diseases  to  which  they  were  due  : — 


under  weeks  Total  months 

Cause  of  Death.  1 under  9-  10-  11- Total 

week  1-2  2-3  3-4  1 mth  1-2  2-3  3-4  4-5  5-6  6-7  7-8  8-9  10  11  12 


Whooping  Cough — — 1 1 1 3 

Enteritis  — 1 — 1 

Congenital  Defects  — — — — — 1 — 1 — — — — — — 2 

Atrophy,  &c — 1 — 1 — 2 

Erysipelas — — 1 1 

Syphilis ...  — 1 1 — — 1 

Convulsions  — 1 1 — 2 — 1 1 — 4 

Bronchitis — — — 1 1 1 3 

Pneumonia  — — 1 1 2 

Other  Causes — — 1 1 


Total  _21—  3 324—  3111—  11  20 


Nine  deaths  were  due  to  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases,  giving  a rate  of 
l-(‘2  per  thousand  of  the  population.  Whooping  Cough,  which  caused  5 deaths,  is 
chiehy  responsible  for  the  increased  number  of  deaths  from  these  causes.  This  is  a 
considerable  increase  upon  the  numbers  for  the  preceding  two  years.  Both  in  190-5 
and  1900  there  were  5 deaths,  and  the  d eath-rate  was  0-60  per  thousand  of  the 
population. 

There  w-ere  10  deaths  from  Phthisis  during  the  year,  giving  a death-rate  of  1-1. 
One  of  the  deatlis  was  of  a “ non-resident”  occurring  in  a public  institution;  deduc- 
ting tliis  the  rate  is  1'09.  This  rate  is  the  most  unfavourable  w'hich  we  have  had  for 
over  ten  years.  In  1906  the  rate  was  0-60,  and  it  was  the  same  in  1905.  For  the  ten 
years  1897-1906  the  average  rate  is  0-62.  I consider  that  the  increase  in  1907  w-as 
was  purely  accidental,  and  that  the  number  will  fall  to  the  average  again.  The  occu- 
pations and  ages  of  the  cases  were  as  follows : — 1 winder  (cotton),  49  years ; 1 
anaglj'pta  decorator,  22  years;  2 weavers  (cotton),  21  and  31  years;  1 railway  clerk, 
31  years;  1 publican,  46  years;  4,  no  occupation,  22,  29,  31,  and  38  years;  3 were 
inale.s  and  7 were  females. 


Iheie\\ere30  deaths  from  respiratoi-y  diseases,  and  the  death-rate  was  3-4. 
In  1906  there  were  15  deaths,  and  the  death-rate  was  1-8. 


Ihe  rnoitality  from  all  causes  occurred  at  the  following  ages: — Under  1 year, 
20;  1 and  under  5 years,  6;  5 and  under  15,  4;  15  and  under  25,  6;  25  and  under 
65,  37  ; 65  years  and  upw-ards,  38. 


Ihe  mortality  classified  as  to  its  causes  was  as  follows  Scarlet  Fever,  1 ; 
hooping  Cough,  5;  Enteric  Fever,  2 ; Diarrhoea,!;  Erysipelas,  1;  Phthisis,  9; 
ot  er  Tubercular  Diseases,!;  Cancer,  3;  Bronchitis,  14;  Pneumonia,  15;  other 
Diseases  of  Hespiratory  Organs,  1 ; Venereal  Disease,  1 ; Premature  Birth,  1 ; Diseases 
and  Accidents  ot  Parturition,  1 ; Heart  Diseases,  13  ; Suicides,  2 ; all  other  causes,  40. 
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In  Mellor — Phthisis  caused  1 death ; Pneumonia,  1 ; Heart  Disease,  1.  In 
Ramsgreave — Scarlet  Fever  caused  1 death  ; Cancer,  1 ; Bronchitis,  2 ; In  Balder- 
stone — Bronchitis  caused  1 death ; Pneumonia,  1 ; and  Heart  Disease,  1.  In 
Osbaldeston  there  was  one  death  from  Pneumonia.  In  Clayton-le-Dale — Whooping 
Cough  caused  two  deaths  ; Bronchitis,  2 ; Pneumonia,  1 ; Heart  Disease,  1.  In  Bil- 
lington — Whooping  Cough  caused  1 death ; Diarrhoea,  1 ; Phthisis,  2 ; Bronchitis,  2 ; 
Pneumonia,  1 ; Venereal  Disease,  1 ; Heart  Disease,  1.  In  Wilpshire — 1 death  was 
from  Bronchitis  and  one  from  other  Disease  of  the  Respiratory  Organs.  In  Sales- 
bury  there  was  1 death  from  Phthisis ; 1 from  Pneumonia  ; and  1 from  Heart  Disease. 
In  Livesey — Enteric  Fever  caused  1 death  ; Erysipelas,  1 ; Phthisis,  1 ; Cancer,  1 ; 
Bronchitis,  2 ; Pneumonia,  2 ; Heart  Diseases,  7 ; and  Suicide,  1.  In  Witton  there 
was  one  death  from  Bronchitis  and  one  from  Pneumonia.  In  Pleasington — Whooping 
Cough  caused  1 death  ; Phthisis,  1 ; other  Tubercular  Disease,  1 ; and  Pneumonia,  2. 
In  Tockholes — Whooping  Cough  caused  1 death  ; Phthisis,  3 ; Bronchitis,  2 ; and 
Pneumonia,  2.  In  Eccleshill — Enteric  Fever  caused  1 death  ; Cancer,  1 ; Pneumonia, 
1 ; Disease  and  Accident  of  Parturition,  1 ; and  Heart  Disease,  1.  In  Yate  and  Pickup 
Bank — Bronchitis  caused  1 death  ; Pneumonia,  1 ; and  Suicide,  1.  The  i-emaining 
deaths  in  each  township  are  not  classified  except  as  being  from  “ all  other  causes.” 
In  this  and  the  two  preceding  tables  the  deaths  of  8 “non-residents  ” have  been  ex- 
cluded, while  those  of  3 “ residents  ” dying  outside  the  district  have  been  included. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births  and  deaths,  the  birth  and  death- 
rates,  and  the  infantile,  zymotic,  and  phthisis  death-rates  for  the  whole  of  the  district 
for  the  ten  years  1897-1906,  with  the  averages  of  those  years; — 


TABLE  I. 


Births  Deaths  under  1 year  of  age  Deaths  Jiyniotic  Phthisis 


Year 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Kate 

N umber 

Rate 

Dcatli  rate  Deatli  rate 

1897 

— 254  — 

27-4 

— 39  — 

1.53 

— 147  — 

1.5-9 

— 1-94  — 

0-75 

1898 

— 266  — 

28-7 

— 43  — 

161 

— 154  — 

16-6 

— 1-29  — 

0-64 

1899 

— 251  — 

271 

— 35  — 

139 

— 148  — 

16-01 

— 1-29  — 

0.51 

1900 

— 273  — 

29-5 

— 42  — 

1.53 

— 180  — 

19  04 

— 1-94  — 

0-75 

1901 

— 217  — 

22  08 

— 36  — 

165 

— 185  — 

19-1 

— 1 72  — 

0-61 

1902 

— 205  — 

24-8 

— 24  — 

117 

— 108  — 

13T 

— 0-84  — 

0-60 

1903 

— 205  — 

24-8 

— 11  — 

102 

— 108  — 

13-1 

— 0-72  — 

0-60 

1904 

— 182  — 

22  09 

— 23  - 

126 

— Ill  — 

13-4 

— 1-45  — 

0-60 

190.5 

— 139  — 

16-8 

— 7 — 

50 

— 93  — 

11.2 

— 0-60  — 

0-60 

1906 

— 192  — 

■ 23-3 

— 18  — 

93 

— 108  — 

13-1 

— 0-60  — 

0-60 

Average  for  years 

1897’ 

1906 

j-— 218-4— 

24-6  - 

— 27-8- 

125-9 

— 134  — 

1505 

— 1*23  — 

0-62 

1907 

—160  — 

18-2 

— 20  — 

125 

— 116  — 

13-2 

— 1-02  — 

1-1 

Table  II.  gives  the  population  and  the  number  of  births  and  deaths  occurring 
in  each  Township  during  the  years  1897-1906. 
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TABLE  II. 

Mellor.  Ramsorkave.  Balderstone. 

Births  Deaths  Births  Deaths  Births  Deaths 

Year  Population  Regd.  at  all  ages  Population  Regd.  at  all  ages  Population  Regd.  at  all  ages 


1897  — 

1138  — 

33 

— 

20 

1898  — 

1188  — 

29 

— 

15 

1899  — 

1138  — 

29 

18 

1900  — 

1138  — 

34 

— 

13 

1901  — 

1111  — 

14 

— 

20 

1902  — 

nil  — 

26 

— 

10 

1903  — 

nil  — 

23 

— 

12 

1904  — 

nil  — 

22 

— 

11 

1905  — 

nil  — 

22 

— 

10 

1906  — 

nil  — 

30 

— 

16 

1907  — 

nil  — 

17 

— 

9 

— 239  — 7 — 6 

— 239  — 6 — 2 

— 239  — 0 — 4 

— 239  — 2 — 5 

— 179  — 2 — 7 

— 179  — 5 — 3 

— 179  — 8 — 3 

— 179  — 6 — 6 

— 179  — 0 — 1 

— 179  — 7 — 2 

— 179  — 3 — 4 


510  — 

11 

— 7 

510  — 

10 

— 2 

510  — 

12 

— 7 

510  — 

12 

— 5 

456  — 

8 

— 12 

456  — 

7 

— 7 

456  — 

9 

— 9 

456  — 

9 

— 4 

456  — 

9 

— 8 

456  — 

11 

— 3 

456  — 

8 

— 7 

Osualdeston.  Clayton-le-Dale.  Billington. 


1897  — 

169  — 

5 

— 

4 

— 

281 

— 8 — 

4 

— 

1458 

— 

35 

— 

19 

1 898  — 

169  — 

6 

— 

9 

— 

284 

— 7 — 

5 

— 

1458 

— 

41 

— 

16 

1899  — 

169  — 

3 

— 

3 

— 

284 

— 9 — 

4 

— 

1458 

— 

35 

— 

19 

1900  — 

169  — 

6 

— 

2 

— 

284 

— 5 — 

4 

— 

1458 

— 

40 

— 

23 

1901  — 

182  — 

2 

— 

5 

— 

311 

— 7 — 

6 

— 

1442 

— 

35 

— 

32 

1902  — 

182  — 

8 

— 

7 

— 

311 

— 8 — 

3 

— 

1442 

— 

37 

— 

18 

1903  — 

182  — 

6 

— 

4 

— 

311 

— 4 — 

5 

— 

1442 

— 

37 

— 

15 

1!)04  — 

182  — 

3 

0 

— 

311 

— 7 — 

4 

— 

1442 

— 

38 

— 

17 

19i'5  — 

182  — 

5 

— 

9 

— 

311 

— 6 — 

2 

— 

1442 

— 

29 

— 

16 

1906  — 

182  — 

1 

— 

4 

— 

311 

— 7 — 

4 

— 

1442 

— 

32 

— 

23 

1907  — 

182  — 

3 

— 

2 

— 

311 

— 5 — 

9 

— 

1952 

— 

34 

— 

18 

WiLPSHIEE. 

Salesbury. 

DiNCKLEY. 

1897  — 

413  — 

9 

— 

5 

— 

191 

— 3 — 

4 

— 

62 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1898  — 

413  — 

7 

— 

7 

— 

191 

— 5 — 

7 

— 

62 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1899  — 

4 13  — 

4 

— 

5 

— 

191 

— 6 — 

3 

— 

62 

_ 

1 

— 

1 

1900  — 

413  — 

10 

— 

9 

— 

191 

— 5 — 

6 

— 

62 

— 

1 

— 

0 

lilOl  — 

594  — 

6 

— 

7 

— 

217 

— 4 — 

6 

— 

74 

— 

1 

— 

1 

i 902  — 

5','4  — 

12 

— 

4 

— 

217 

— 5 — 

3 

— 

74 

— 

0 

— 

3 

I'lOS  — 

594  — 

11 

— 

4 

— 

217 

— 6 — 

1 

— 

74 

— 

2 

— 

0 

1904  — 

594  — 

10 

— 

7 

— 

217 

— 4 — 

6 

— 

74 

— 

0 

— 

3 

1905  — 

594  — 

5 

— 

7 

— 

217 

— 3 — 

8 

— 

74 

— 

1 

— 

0 

1906  — 

594  — 

10 

— 

7 

— 

217 

— 4 — 

5 

— 

74 

— 

3 

— 

1 

1907  — 

594  — 

5 

— 

4 

— 

217 

— 8 — 

5 

— 

74 

— 

1 

1 

Livesey. 

WiTTON. 

Pleasington. 

1897  — 

273  i — 

104 

— 

56 

— 

186 

— 3 — 

3 



436 
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2 

1898  — 

2733  — 

107 

— 

55 

— 

186 

— 5 — 

1 

_ 

436 



10 

— 

8 

1899  — 

27;;3  — 

108 

— 

59 

— 

186 

— 6 — 

2 



436 



9 

— 

2 

I'lOO  — 

2733  — 

107 

— 

81 

— 

186 

— 4 — 

2 

, , - 

436 



12 



6 

1901  — 

3134  — 

82 

— 

60 

— 

237 

— 2 — 

2 



461 



13 

— 

6 

1902  — 

1739  — 

47 

— 

23 

— 

43 

— 1 — 

1 



461 



12 

— 

8 

1903  — 

1739  — 

59 

— 

31 



43 

— 2 — 

0 



461 



9 



3 

1904  — 

1739  — 

45 

— 

23 

— 

43 

— 0 — 

2 

- -- 

461 



7 



4 

1905  — 

1739  — 

21 

— 

18 

— 

43 

— 2 — 

1 



461 



6 



3 

1906  — 

1739  — 

47 

— 

22 

— 

43 

— 1 — 

1 

- ■ - 

461 



9 



5 

1907  — 

1739  — 

32 

— 

21 

— 

43 

_ 1 — 

2 

— 

461 

— 

8 

— 

8 

1897  — 

lOCKHOLES. 
448  — 10 

18!)8  — 

448.  — 

6 

18it9  — 

448  — 

12 

1900  — 

448  — 

12 

1901  — 

496  — 

15 

1902  — 

496  — 

12 

1903  — 

4 96  — 

10 

1901  — 

496  — 

12 

1905  — 

496  — 

7 

1906  — 
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10 
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6 

5 

10 
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4 

8 

6 
8 

10 

3 

3 
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Eccleshill.  Yate  and  Pickup  Bank. 
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9 

— 10 
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— 603  — 

10 

— 3 

330 

— 9 — 

3 

— 603  — 

11 

— 9 
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— 16  — 

5 

— 603  — 

13 

— 6 
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There  were  42  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year.  22  of  these 
were  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  8 of  Erysipelas,  6 of  Diphtheria,  and  6 of  Enteric  Fever. 
They  occurred  in  the  townships  as  follows — In  Ramsgreave — Scarlet  Fever  3.  In  Balder- 
stone — Scarlet  Fever,  7 ; Erysipelas,  1 ; Diphtheria,  1.  In  Billington — Scarlet  Fever, 
7 ; Erysipelas,  3 ; Diphtheria,  2 ; Enteric  Fever,  2.  In  Livesey — Scarlet  Fever,  1 ; 
Erysipelas,!;  Enternc  Fever,  2.  In  Pleasington — Scardet  Fever,  4 ; Erysipelas,!; 
Diphtheria,!.  In  Tockholes — Diphtheria,!.  In  Eccleshill — Erysipelas,!;  Enteric 
Fever,  !.  In  Yate  and  Pickup  Bank — Erysipelas,  ! ; Diphtheria,  ! ; Enteric  Fever  !. 

In  all  these  cases  disinfectants  were  freely  used  and  fumigation  carried  out. 

Five  cases  were  removed  to  the  Blackburn  Borough  Fever  Hospital.  Three 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  from  Ramsgreave  ; one  of  Enteric  Fever  from 
Livesey;  and  one  of  Diphtheria  from  Pleasington. 

During  the  year  I visited  all  the  Elementary  Schools  in  the  district,  and  also 
had  each  one  thoroughly  cleaned  and  fumigated,  except  in  one  instance  where  it  was 
objected  to. 

On  the  whole  the  health  of  the  children  attending  these  elementary  schools  has 
been  good  during  the  year.  On  account  of  the  occurrence  of  Whooping  Cough 
among  the  scholars,  the  National  School,  Salesbury,  was  closed  from  February  26th  to 
April  8th,  and  the  Board  School,  Pleasington,  from  July  8th  to  July  22nd.  Fenis- 
cowles  School  was  closed  from  March  27th  to  April  29th  on  account  of  an  epidemic  of 
Mumps.  The  attendance  at  Mellor  School  was  affected  in  September  and  October  by 
the  occurrence  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  ; at  F’eniseowles  New  School  by  Chicken 
Pox  ; and  at  Langho  by  Influenza  and  Diphtheria,  but  in  none  of  these  eases  was  the 
outbreak  sufficient  to  necessitate  the  closure  of  the  school. 

There  are  !7  factories  and  !3  workshops  on  the  register.  During  the  year  3! 
visits  were  paid  to  these  places,  and  their  sanitary  condition  was  found  to  be  satisfac- 
tory, except  the  sanitary  conveniences  of  one  mill.  The  defects,  however,  will  be 
remedied  when  the  sewage  scheme  for  the  locality  is  in  working  order . 

The  sewage  disposal  works  and  the  main  sewer  for  Langho  are  now  completed, 
and  the  work  of  coupling  up  the  house  drains  is  in  progress. 

I have  periodically  visited  and  inspected  the  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  i i the 
District,  and  have  found  their  condition,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory.  One  farmstead, 
however,  I found  in  a most  insanitary  state,  and  I reported  it  to  you  at  the  time. 

I have  periodically  visited  the  whole  of  the  district. 

I have  examined  the  water  supplies  of  the  various  townships.  At  Pleasington 
the  water  supply  was  found  to  be  most  unsatisfactory,  the  water  being  liable  to  pollu- 
tion by  ditch  water  and  other  things.  Alterations  have  been  made  at  the  gathering 
grounds  which  I think  will  result  in  a satisfactory  supply.  With  this  exception  the 
water  supplies  do  not  call  for  comment. 


8 


The  weir  on  the  river  Darwen  at  Feniscowles  has  not  yet  been  removed.  Al- 
though the  nuisance  has  not  been  quite  so  bad  during  the  year  because  of  the  wet  and 
cold  summer,  it  only  requires  a hot  and  dry  season  to  restore  it  to  its  usual  magni- 
tude. Since  my  last  report  application  has  been  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  authority  to  charge  as  Spscial  Expenses  on  Livesey  and  Pleasington  any  expenses 
that  you  may  incur  in  obtaining  permission  to  abolish  the  weir,  and  in  executing 
necessary  works.  The  Board  have  replied  that  they  will  not  be  in  a position  to  give  a 
decision  upon  the  question  as  to  how  the  expenses  should  be  charged,  until  provisional 
agreements  have  been  arrived  at  with  the  owner  of  the  weir,  and  drafts  of  such  agree- 
ments submitted  to  them. 

During  the  year  22  notices  to  abate  nuisances  were  served,  and  the  whole  of  the 
nuisances  were  subsequently  abated.  Among  the  nuisances  found  and  remedied  were 
the  following — In  Mellor — Closets  overflowing  ; slop- water  running  into  a ditch  near 
footpath  ; liquid  manure  from  a cowshed,  in  which  pigs  were  kept,  running  in  a ditch 
near  footpit  i ; slop-water  lodging  near  a house.  In  Osbaldeston — Liquid  manure 
running  on  side  of  highway.  In  Clayton-le-Dale— Shippon  requiring  cleaning. 
In  Billingfcon — .ish-pits  overflowing ; liquid  from  shippon  running  on  highway ; 
liquid  from  closet  running  on  footpath.  In  Wilpshire — Shippon  requiring  cleaning  ; 
ash-pits  overflowing.  In  Dinckley — Slop-water  running  on  side  of  highway.  In 
Livesey — Defective  drains ; ash-tubs  requiring  emptying.  In  Pleasington — Manure 
deposited  near  footpath ; slop-water  running  by  side  of  highway. 

t 

I remain,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

W.  R.  POLLARD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


